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"Enitd States Senate
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS - /

'

March 21, 1986

Mr. James M. Self
Regional Administrator
Region III
Environmental protection Agency
6th and Walnut Street
Philadelphia , Pennsylvania 19106

Dear Mr. Seif:

Enclosed please find the letter, with attachments, received
today from Mr. James Ray Boggess. As you will note, Mr. Boggess
expresses concern about potential contamination of West
Virginia's rivers through the dumping of Dioxin-245-T.

/
In this connection, I shall appreciate your consideration of Mr.
Boggess1 concerns and a response upon which I may base a reply
to him.

With best wishes, I am

cerely yours,

Robert C. Byrd
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Dear Sir:

I am enclosing information about some of the conditions here
in the great state of West Virginia, along and in the Kanawha River,
the "fish," and in the ground in different areas.

What we need, the seven plaintiffs in the Monsanto trial
and the people of West Virginia, is for someone to listen and take
notice before everyone downstream on the Kanawha and Ohio Rivers
is very ill (if it's not too late,) is to stop this contamination
of the rivers by the Dioxin-24_5-T. —— " '

Monsanto Chemical Company and EPA have tried to cover up
this contamination in the past, but it looks like they have done so
with little success now. Paving over ground that has recently
applied clay.

I wonder if the super fund EPA is paying the way for their
past work or is Monsanto Chemical Company paying the costs.
Monsanto knew where all these trash and chemical sites were,
including the Dioxin-245-T. They used all of them. There are
several people still living that can point out these sites.
Possibly we can get them cleaned up and isolated. Some of these
dump sites have been very deep along the river, Majiil̂ CrseJL and
Poca River, including the Armour Creek backwater area. If this
contamination can be stopped maybe the population in general and
marine life in the river can greatly benefit. (See article. Note
the old sewer clipping in the Boom Town.) This sewer could be
checked out from plants in the area with a simple dye test to see
where it empties out, either in the Kanawha River or Armour Creek
backwater.

Monsanto previously denied knowing the whereabouts of any
dump sites for Dioxin-245-T. Recently, they have acknowledged
five dump sites. I would think they would go back to the testimony
of Dr. Bo Holmstedt (a Swedish Toxologist) and how he told about
getting rid of the contamination in some of his reports. Please
note his articles on the enclosed literature.

Today, some 15 years later, the 245-T contamination is still
showing up and has always been there. This needs someone to make
sure that it is completely cleaned up and done so in a successful
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way, so the population in general has no more short or long term
illnesses.

This contamination is deep in the ground, as several people
have implied in my talking with them.

During the trial, as you can read in the enclosed clippings,
 testimony and literature, as he told on the
ial was going on. After 1969, when Monsanto

Company quit making 245-T, everything reversed and everyone's
health improved.

This is one of the times that Attorney  tried
in vain to get the EPA map entered into the c ing
during qualification of the witness out of reach of the jury.
Three times this EPA map was brought forth to be entered in the
trial so that the jury could hear this evidence. It was repeatedly
refused. I ask you. Is this the way the judicial system of the
great United States of America works? When Monsanto placed a
lien on our property with 8.57 interest, this was a very difficult
decision for all six of us who are plaintiffs in the case. There
are so many widows and other people waiting on this case to end
and be heard. We were told when the lien was applied that we did
have a choice. We could take the lien on our properties' or drop
out of the lawsuit. We, at this point in time, had nothing else
to lose. They had taken everyone's health. Now that they have
a lien on our properties they have the opportunity to take
everything we own also. After one year from trial's end we are
still waiting for the judge to finish with his part of the case
so that we may take it to the fourth district, Richmond, Virginia,
with an appeal for proper justice.

The attorneys for Monsanto tried to have our attorneys (the
plaintiffs) disbarred from practicing law by the bar association
due to soliciting a lawsuit. The bar association ruled in their
investigation that our attorneys, Calwell, McCormick & Peyton, were
innocent. They were not involved in anything illegal.

During the next move, Monsanto applied liens to our properties.

What, we the people of West Virginia and the public in general,
need is a health survey of the sick and deceased people as to
the effects of contamination downstream in the past years in the
Kanawha and Ohio Rivers.

We, the plaintiffs, are hearing and getting calls from all
over the nation about the way this trial was handled and the
contamination downstream. Some of the biggest deer in West Virginia
are hunted and killed on the Manila Creek dump site.

Enclosed are names and addresses of people that you or your
office can contact to verify the statements concerning the dump

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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sites, including the locations and the depth.

 Dunbar, WV. Phone  He worked
for Est n during this time. o engineers
approached  to help with building a new control room for
the sewer t lant below the 1-64 Interstate, he first told
them that they could not build on this site because it was the
burial site of the 245-T p er some discussion, in which
he was correct, they told  to dig up the 245-T plant,
dig another hoUfiE" and rebury it, this time upstream. He proceeded

t as he was eers at this time
 (retired),  (retired), and 
, All are s

, Rock Branch, WV, Phone 3 . Worked
at the Manila Creek dump site. This gentlman dug the holes for
the 245-T and after burying it, covered them up. One of these sites
exploded and had to be recovered. Another site had to be covered
up after dark by  This has not been checked by anyone.
(See enclosed article)

 Martins Branch, WV. Phone . 
 was employed by , who contracted work out

to Monsanto. His work was digging the holes and covering them up
inside the plant area and also next to the Armo ater
area. These holes being 15 to 20 feet deep.  can
no longer talk to anyone in reference to this as he has had a
complete mental breakdown and does not even recognize his own wife.

There are several truck drivers in the area that can tell
you where the dump sites they worked are and what they dumped
there throughout the years.

  lives just across the backwater
at Armour Creek, Nitro, WV. Phone . He was employed
as a truck driver. He also hauled reek dump site.

Poca River site:
 Poca River, WV. Phone 

, elderly at the present time with no phone.
 Now deceased.

T ple signed a petition to stop the city of
Nitro and chemical plants in Nitro from dumping on Poca River
site, during 1962, approximately. They were dumping without a
permit. This site is along the Poca River and also on the hill.
This case was filed in Putnam County and went before Judge William
Thompson, Prosecutor Clarence Watts and witnessed by Mr. Ball, who
is still a Putnam County health official. In looking for the records
on this case in the books, I was unable to find anything. However,
er volved remembers the case. This dump site is located on
  property and also the Newcomer farm! The old steam

shovel is still sitting in the field next to Poca River.

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) 
(6)(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)(b) (6)
(b) (6) (

b
) 
(
6
)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)(b) (6)
(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)



Page 4

 Lanes, WV. Phone 
. He worked for  and in the 245-T

building^aEjMonsanto. His shoes were eaten completely off of his
feet^anS he £?omptly refused to reenter the building. ,
while working for , layed the sewer line to
the new lagoon and lift station in the Monsanto plant. He installed
a bypass at the lift station to the Kanawha River also. While
laying the sewer line,  ran into some tanks and steel
already in the ground.

I, personally, would like for someone to check and see if
there is a connection between waste chemical toluene (used daily
in the production of It-1169 in building 48,) dumped along wi_
Dioxin-245-T. It has always been dumped at the same sites (Armou
Creek.) Could this chemical, toluene, when dumped on top of
Dioxin-245-T cause it to surface in the Kanawha River and the
Armour Creek backwater? Monsanto at building 48 uses toluene by
the thousands of gallons each and every year. This is supposed
to be a complete recovery system. When the operator on the job
cleans a filter four and five times a week, waste is put into an
open top dempster buggy and taken to the dump site for disposal.
Pitch from the toluene still in the same building is dumped every
day.

Ashland Oil Company in Ashland, KY, supplies the toluene
for the job. This company should have records of the total volume
of toluene used by Monsanto for all of these years. This unit
was started in the year 1969. If this is a complete recovery
unit, where is all of the toluene that they have used during these
years? This unit has only one small tank to store toluene in.
It has three other small tanks to feed into when the unit is
running. This figure would be beyond belief. I do not know how
this figure could be checked or by whom. These are all true facts
as I worked in this unit myself from 1969 until 1982. Now I have
read this complete article in the 1983 Dioxin magazine that was
published three years ago in St. Louis Post-Dispatch, St. Louis,
Missouri, entitled "Dioxin, Quandary for the 'SO's," articles written
and dated November 14, 1983, by the Environmental Protection Agency.

I am enclosing copies of all of this to Senator Edward
Kennedy and Congressman Waxman. I am in hopes that all of this
information may be of some help to you, to help you understand the
situation in existance here in the great state of West Virginia
and the problems of its people.

Hopefully, this great nation is not and will not be a
government for the corporation, of the corporation and by the
corporation.

Please note the comments made by the Monsanto officials
from St. Louis about the people of West Virginia on the enclosed
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articles. They consider West Virginians to be "suspicious and of
a clannish nature." Perhaps we are, but we are just fighting to
see that fair justice is done in this case that means so much
to so many people in our valley.

Yours very truly,

Nitro, WV 25143
Phone 

Enclosures
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